
L a s t  March I had the  honor t o  introduce i n t o  the Congress a 

b i l l  - H.R. 5999 - to amend t h e  Public Health Service A c t  t o  assist 

i n  combating hear t  disease,  cancer, and stroke, and other major diseases.  

As members of t h i s  Committee know, and indeed, as a l l  members 

of t he  Congress know, I have spent the  major pa r t  of my l eg i s l a t ive  

l i f e  i n  e f f o r t s  to support medical research and research t r a in ing  because 

I believed, and s t i l l  believe,  t h a t  such research i s  necessary t o  bring 

b e t t e r  hea l th  t o  a l l  my countrymen. It has been heartening t o  me t o  

see these e f f o r t s  bear f r u i t  and t o  see t h i s  research lead t o  discoveries 

of be t t e r  ways of f igh t ing  disease. 

Yet t h e  discoveries by themselves a re  not enough. They must 

be put i n t o  prac t ice  and ac tua l ly  applied t o  saving l i f e ,  re l iev ing  

suffering, and preventing d i sab i l i t y .  To some extent,  I am happy 

t o  say, t he  accomplishmentsof our great  nat ional  program of medical 

research have been applied i n  pract ice .  But when we consider the  

t e r r i b l e  and r i s i n g  t o l l  of deaths, suffer ing and d i s a b i l i t y  from 

hear t  disease,  cancer, and stroke, we know t h a t  more must be done. 

We must continue, as a Nation, t o  support medical and hea l th  research. 

We must, a t  the  sane time, f i nd  means t o  apply more fully and widely 

the  results of research. 

J I am sure t h i s  Committee and the  Congress knows t h a t  there  are 

i n  t h i s  Nation centers  of excellence i n  medical pract ice ,  t r a in ing  

and research, where pa t ien ts  can have defect ive and worn hear ts  

repaired surgical ly;  where they can have clogged pa r t s  of blood 

vesse ls  removed and replaced with smooth-bored vessels through which 
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blood can fLow again; where s t roke victims can be t rea ted  and retrained 

t o  overcome t h e i r  d i sab i l i t y .  I am happy about t h i s ,  and I am proud 

t h a t  I have had some pa r t  i n  it through m y  e f fo r t s  to see that  there  

was  support f o r  t he  research which led t o  these accomplishments. 

But  I am not  happy when I consider the f a c t  that  these b r i l l i a n t  

achievements i n  modern medicine, resu l t ing  from our modern research a re  

avai lable  only t o  the  for tunate  f e w  -- those lucky ones who happen t o  

Live near one of these centers o r  t o  have the means t o  t r a v e l  t o  them 

for treatment, And even those with the  means f o r  t h e  necessary t r a v e l  

and other expense cannot always benef i t  f rom the  resources of the  f e w  

b ig  centers ,  

and be admitted t o  these centers,  whereas i f  the  resources were avai lable  

i n  t h e i r  own comunit ies ,  t h e i r  l i v e s  could be spared. 

Too often,  they cannot survive long enough t o  reach 

/ The resources f o r  our most modern, sophisticated diagnostic 

and treatment methods, however, involve very cos t ly  equipment, such 

as heart-lung machines f o r  open hear t  surgery; t i s s u e  banks f o r  

supplies of b i t s  of a r t e r i e s  and veins f o r  graf t ing;  spec ia l  blood- 

banking f a c i l i t i e s ;  many kinds of cos t ly  diagnostic reagents and 

machines. I n  addition, there  are required la rge  numbers o f  spec ia l ly  

t ra ined  and sk i l l ed  personnel - surgeons, anes the t i s t s ,  radiologis ts ,  

nurses, and technicians.  f i l l  of th is  i s  wel l  beyond the  current 

capacity of most community hospi ta ls  and medical centers.  
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It was a review of t h i s  s i t ua t ion  -- t he  great  advmces of  

recent years i n  a b i l i t y  to save l i v e s  threatened by hear t  disease,  

cancer and stroke and to reduce d i s a b i l i t y  from these causes -- and 

the  need to brlng these advances to people everywhere -- t h a t  led 

the President ' s  Commission to recommend establishment of regional 

complexes for research and treatment i n  these three  major diseases. 
,/ 

The b i l l  now before you, H.R. 5999, l i k e  the  counterpart S. 596 

which has j u s t  passed the  Senate, i s  intended t o  help toward es tab l i sh-  

ment of these regional  complexes through Federal grants. 

I understand that the Nation's physicians, as represented i n  the 

American Medical Association, while i n  accord with the  overa l l  aims of 

the b i l l ,  are again seeking that spectre,  t h a t  ghost, they s o  of ten 

r a i se ,  namely state medicine and Federal cont ro l  of medical pract ice .  

If Yney w i l l  read the  b i l l  carei'ully, they w i l l  see t h a t  one of i t s  

purposes i s  to accomplish i t s  noble ends , "without i n t e r f e r ing  with 

the  pat terns ,  or the  methods of financing, of pa t ien t  care or profes- 

s iona l  pract ice ,  or with the  administration of hospi ta l  pract ice ."  

For my par t ,  it w a s  heartening to learn through hearings before 

my subcommittee on appropriations on the  supplemental appropriation 

for the  f i r s t  f i s c a l  year on heart ,  cancer and s t r o k e , t h a t  the  

National I n s t i t u t e s  of Health w i l l  adrainister t he  program t h i s  b i l l  / 

c a l l s  for. I can remember t h a t  t h i s  same ghost of Federal control  

w a s  ra ised when t h e  NIH was first given au thor i ty  t o  administer grants 

f o r  support of research, t r a in ing  and f a c i l i t i e s  -- primarily i n  our 

medical schools. Over the years, t he  c r i e s  of Federal control  of 
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medical education have changed to approbation of t he  NIH f o r  i t s  

superior a b i l i t y  t o  adnin is te r  Federal f'unds without control l ing 

o r  d i rec t ing  research o r  the scientistsconducting t h i s  research. 

I a l s o  remember -- when the  Cl in ica l  Center was  opened a t  

the  MIH -- there  was raised the  same alarmed cry  of Federal encroach- 

ment on the  pr ivate  pract ice  of medicine. Y e t  ever since i t s  opening, 

pa t ien ts  have been referred there  by the  thousands by the  pract ic ing 

physicians of t he  country, and the  onkj  c r i t i c i sm I hear from these 

physicians %JhO o r ig ina l ly  feared Federal cont ro l  i s  t h a t  t he  Cl in ica l  

Center cannot handle a l l  the research pa t ien ts  they would l i k e  to 

refer 

There has been no c r i t i c i sm by the  s c i e n t i f i c  community of 

Federal cont ro l  of funds administered by the  NIB a d  quite  recent ly  

a committee of dist inguished s c i e n t i s t s  appointed by the  President to 

study the  1UH and i t s  operations reported t h a t  i t s  funds w e r e  spent 

"wisely and well" and t h a t  "few i f  any, one-billion-dollar segments of 

the  Federal budget a r e  buying more valuable services f o r  the American 

people than t h a t  administered by the  NIX." 

I understand, a lso,  t h a t  some c r i t i c s  of t he  b i l l  f ea r  t h a t  

it seeks t o  go too  far too fast. Again, carefu l  reading w i l l n a k e  

c l ea r  t ha t ,  while its aim i s  to speed the benef i t s  of the  most modern 

knowledge of pa t ien t  care t o  a l l  people, there  i s  provision f o r  wise 

and carefu l  planning a t  both the  community and nat ional  level ,  so tha t  

haste  w i l l  be made without waste and with due regard f o r  the  needs of  

the  medical profession and the  pa t ien ts  it serves. 
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In conclusion, 1 would only like to say that the matter of 

urgency develops real meaning when this n&tioual concern is reduced 

to t'ne individual instance: o f  the breadwinner who is suddenly the 

victim of a paralyzing stroke; of the youngster who is diagnosed as 

having cancer; or of the mother who recpires immediate and extensive 

cardiovascular repair -- and when the iiidividual is a relative or 
a dear friend. Thus, I urge this CommitteeYs early and favorable 

cansidera-kion of this bill which holds Yne potential for Improving 

the health, happiness, and productivity of the people of oar country. 


